
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefing Note 

UK National Patent Filings (as part of an international filing strategy) 
 

For clients based outside of Europe the normal route to obtaining patent protection in Europe is through the 

filing of Patent applications at the European Patent Office (EPO) - and then validating the patent post-grant 

in individual European countries of interest.  

  

This option, governed by the EPC rather than the EU, is unchanged by Brexit; however, it is worth highlighting 

that development of an international filing strategy should also consider the option of national patent filings 

in Europe, either instead of EPO filings, or, more commonly, in combination with EPO filings. 

  

The UK Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO) provides a particularly good example of why this is an alternative 

worth serious consideration - the Office provides good quality search and examination, it works to very short 

timescales and the costs are low. The timing will vary but typically a search report will be issued in well under 

9 months from filing at the UKIPO with grant typically completed in 18 to 24 months after filing (and 

potentially even quicker for “green technology”).  
  

Benefits include e.g.:-  

 

• Early patent grant in a major international (European) market 

• A deterrent for potential competitors and a clear indication of likely successful grant in other 

territories. 

• Rapid strengthening of the overall portfolio  

• Improved prospects of grant in other countries (through e.g. the Patent Prosecution Highway 

countries listed here) 

• Increased attractiveness to investors – especially for early-stage business.  

• Enhanced revenue generation (e.g. for IP owners wishing to licence their technology and wanting to 

demonstrate the strength of their IP rights). 

  

The timing of the National filing option can vary, depending on the client's strategy and objectives, for 

example in parallel as a first priority filing, in parallel to a priority filing in another jurisdiction, at the end of 

the priority year or as National Phase of a PCT application.  

  

The filing can also take place in parallel to a European Patent application, and both filings can be progressed 

to grant, with a decision being taken on whether to validate the granted European Patent in the UK or to 

retain the UK national rights. Indeed, this strategy also has the added benefit of allowing slightly different 

claims to be granted via the UK national route than through the EP-UK route which can be very useful 

commercially. 

 

We would be pleased to provide more detailed information and to discuss individual cases – we take a very 

proactive approach to help overseas clients and their outside counsel get the best out of the UK and 

European IP systems and we welcome being able to provide early, and commercially useful, input to 

decisions on filing strategies in Europe. 

 

The above information is provided for background information only and should not be considered as legal advice.   

  

 

 

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/filing/pct_pph.html

